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For anvof^e 


Better still, switch from eircom and you could 
save €300 a year on their equivalent package 


Switch to Sky Broadband today 

II 0818 719 500 sky.ie/unlimited 

Visit us at your local Sky Store 



Believe in better 


Eircom comparison: Sky Unlimited Broadband and Talk Freetime costs €40 per month, with €60 off over the f irst six months. Eircom 24Mb Ultimate Broadband with unlimited off peak phone package without TV costs €60 per month. €300 savings over 12 month contract. Eircom 
phone packages include30 minutes of mobilecalls.Other Eircom offers mayapply. See eircom.net fordetails. Free Unlimited BroadbandofferiSky Broadband Unlimited orSkyConnect Unlimited Freeforsixmonthswhenyoujoin with SkyTalkwith line rental.Offerends27June2013. 
Thereafteryou'll pay thethen current monthly costforSky Broadband Unlimited orSky Connect Unlimited (currently €40pm and €50pm respectively with SkyTalk Freetimeand €47.50pm and €5750pm with SkyTalk Anytime). Sky Line Rental currently from €30 per month. Correct 31 
May 2013. Sky Broadband isavailableto residential customers in Sky networkareas. Active compatible line required. Minimum and furtherterms apply. 
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Aidan Gillen, actor 


JAMES GOULDEN 




Star quality 

This is a tinfoiL and cardboard 
star tliat liangs fronn nny ceiLing. 
I Like nnaking tliings and I've 
nnade tinousands of tinese in my 
Lifetinne. Once I got invoLved in 
a dressing-roonn Cinristnnas 
decorating connpetition in a 
tineatre I was working at in 
London. I becanne obsessed 
and buiLt a reaL forest in mine 
witin reaL trees against a 
painted backdrop, fake snow 
and hundreds of these stars 
hanging from the sky. Richard 
WiLson, aka Victor MeLdrew, 
judged it and, despite tough 
competition, I won. 


Drawing on the past 

My friend CoLm McCarthy had an 
exhibition of artwork inspired by 
growing up in IreLand in the 
1970s. I Liked this one and 
bought it. For those who don't 
know, that's Mr Crow, O'Brien 
and Judge from the teLevision 
show WanderLy Wagon against a 
background of Monaghan after 
the 1974 car bomb. IreLand was 
mad in the 1970s, and aLL this 
kind of stuff is spLiced together 
in the minds of anybody who 
grew up then. WeLL, me anyway. 


Date with destiny 

What are the chances of randomLy picking a car that turns out 
to have your date of birth in order on the registration pLate? 
I'd say upwards of 10 miLLion to one, yet it happened to me. 
I bought my Mercedes from my friend Mary McCarthy, who 
didn't seem to have noticed the date thing, despite us being 
born onLy one day apart. The car's probabLy worth about €200 
now, but it wouLd be tempting fate to ever drive anything eLse. 



■ A megastar of the small screen, Aidan Gillen has had leading roles in cult series such as The Wire, 
Game of Thrones and the RTE production Love/Hate, writes Kate Butler. Gillen is based in Dublin and has 
two teenage children, Berry and Joe. He hosts the current series of Other Voices on RTE2, featuring live 
performances from, among others, Marina and the Diamonds, Cavan band the Strypes and other acts. 




Wolf pack 

I have a pLastic woLf that 
watches over my pLace from a 
booksheLf. I bought it for about 
€3 in a toy shop in Co Kerry. 
I Like its yeLLow eyes and 
strong forepaws. My kids 
have cub versions somewhere. 
This was before Game of 
Thrones, by the way. 


All strung out 

I'd Love to say I'm proficient 
on this thing but I'd be Lying. 
This is a DaneLectro guitar I 
found onLine for €350. 1 got 
the MarshaLL amp separateLy 
on DoneDeaL. I can bash out 
about seven chords and 
I'LL often hit them in various 
combinations, LoudLy, to the 
annoyance of the neighbours. 
I got it to Learn the guitar for a roLe that 
hasn't happened yet. I Like the Look of it 
very much. It's made of pLastic and 
Jimmy Page often pLayed one just Like this. 
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Izabella Doyle, pattern cutter 


/pattern-cutter is a bit 
like an architect, only 
we work v\nth clothes 
instead of buildings. 
We work out the plans 
for how a garment will be made, 
how it's put together and how 
the fabric will work. 

Tm a creative pattern-cutter 
which means that Tm more 
involved in the design aesthetic. 
Richard NicoU, the London-born 
designer I work with, won't 
necessarily come to me with a 
specific plan. Well talk for a 
couple of days about an idea, 
heTl draw a couple of images 
and weTl develop that together. 
I then map out exactly how it 
will be made on paper, give it to 
another cutter who will cut it 
out in fabric and, finally, it will 
go to a machinist. 

I grew up in the Curragh, in 
Co Kildare, and Tm now based 
in London, where I live on a 


houseboat in Hackney. Tm 28. 
I left school in transition year 
and went straight to the Grafton 
Academy of Dress Designing 
in Dublin, without doing my 
Leaving Cert. 

The whole thing was 
unplanned. My mum and 
I organised an interview at the 
academy to do a night course. 
I turned up with all my hats 
and a lovely letter from 
Richard Lewis, an Irish fashion 
designer with whom I had done 
work experience. 

I also talked about a mini 
company I had started in school 
making fleece tracksuit 
bottoms, which were all the 
rage at the time. 

At the end of the interview, 
Suzanne Marr, who runs the 
academy, said: "This is so 
exciting. We'd love to have you 
on the fuU-time course." I had 
to teU her that I was only 16 and 


had actuaUy appHed for the 
evening course. She was 
shocked. She thought I had 
finished school because I had 
done so much, and asked if I 
wanted to leave schooL 

I was reaUy focused and 
I knew what I wanted to do. 
Mum was an artist and a free 
thinker, so she wasn't worried 
about exams. 

The Grafton is old-fashioned 
and teaches you the correct way 
to make everything. I remember 
thinking: "This is so backward. 
We're never going to need to 
know how to cut a leg-of- 
mutton sleeve," but, when I left, 
I had aU the basics and I could 
figure out how to cut anything. 

I started off working with 
Paul CosteUoe, who's a lovely, 
sweet, kind man to work for. 
Straight away, I was cutting 
10 or 12 pieces for my first show. 
I was also working with Gareth 



Pugh, an EngHsh designer, at 
the same time, and Poltock & 
Walsh, a young design duo, so 
I was getting a real variety. 

iVe been working with 
Richard NicoU for 18 months 
and we're good friends. I can 
interpret what he wants. The 
fitting is where most of the 


creative process happens. 
When Richard gives me a 
drav\nng, I use my technical 
knowledge to work out the best 
way to make it, but when we 
have the physical garment, 
we are checking to see whether 
or not it works. 

Well ask: "Is this flattering?" 


And rU always say: "Girls hate 
their arms; put a sleeve on it." 

He loves girls' legs, and 
hell say: "That's a great 
length." And TU say: "You 
can't sit down in that." HeTl 
say: "You could perch." Ill say: 
"You try perching." 

KateButler 


